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December 8, 2013
Second Sunday of Advent

WONDERS

The normal response to a surprise is
amazement, gratitude, and delight. By defini-
tion, we don’t anticipate surprises. Their oc-
currence reminds us that we cannot always
guess or shape the future. Granted, we do
what we can do; we attend to the daily tasks,
as we must. For grace is surely here in the
mundane, and God is in the details. But God
is in the happy surprises, too.

Today’s readings are filled with startling
developments. We hear the clarion cry of
one of those rare prophets announcing the
coming of the Lord. Isaiah proclaims star-
tling, surprising images of the nearly impos-
sible reconciliation of opposites: calf and
lion, leopard and young goat, child and ser-
pent. Isaiah’s vision sees all of these crea-
tures living in harmony. This is Eden again;

this is paradise. It is God’s surprise and
promise.

Living God's &ord

Jhere is a spirit of real hopefulness
about these scriptures. #fave they in-
spired hope in you? jow can you ex-
press confidence in others this week?

How can you inspire hope in those

whom you care about most?
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE

WEEK
Dec' 9-1 5, 201 3 @?Ls.Paluch Co., Inc.
Monday
8:00am  {Sofia & Leonel Ramirez -
Tuesday M/M Chapa & Family
8:00 am tRyan Lekosky - Lekosky Family
Wednesday
6:30 pm  {Dolores G. Tristan - M/M George Tristian
Thursday
6:00 am {Tim & Adela Zapata - family
8:00 am  Special Intention
Friday
8:00am  fKathy Cicora - Oliver & Shirley Vickery
Saturday
6:00 pm  tMarie McCown - Harold & James McCown
COLLECTIVE MASSES & families
Sunday
8:00am  fLiving & Deceased Members of Altar Soc.
9:30 am  fJulian Castillo, Jr. & Julian Castillo III -
Lupe Castillo
10:00 am  {Johnny Joe Ramos - Mother & Family
12:00 pm  People of the Parish
tMira S. Flores - Raymond
Chano Rodriguez (B-day) - Blanca
tLouis Petru - Lil Zieger
tIsmael Leal, Antonio & Reyna Lopez -
Pedro & Ninfa Lopez
tMarcello Diaz - Oscar & Alma Navarro
6:00 pm TOttie Zieger - Lil Zieger
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-
12; Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13;

Mt 18:12-14
Wednesday:Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-
47

Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;
Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-10; Jas 5:7-10;
Mt 11:2-11

On line Cityof.com/goodnews

Collections on Nov. 17, 2013

Total $2,360.27
Collections on Nov. 24, 2013
Total «$3,676.05

Collections on Dec. 1, 2013

Bl o e R EEEEEEEErzznsesaasasassszzzzzses $ 854.00

Our Lady of Guadalupe December 12 (USA)
When we reflect on the feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe we learn two important lessons,
one of faith and one of understanding.

Missionaries who first came to Mexico with the
conquistadors had little success in the begin-
ning. After nearly a generation, only a few hun-
dred Native Mexicans had converted to
the Christian faith. Whether they simply did not
understand what the missionaries had to offer
or whether they resented these people who
made them slaves,Christianity was not popular
among the native people.

Then in 1531 miracles began to happen. Jesus'
own mother appeared to humble Juan Diego.
The signs -- of the roses, of the uncle miracu-
lously cured of a deadly illness, and especially
of her beautiful image on Juan's mantle -- con-
vinced the people there was something to be
considered in Christianity. Within a short time,
six million Native Mexicans had themselves
baptized as Christians.
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CCD CHRISTMAS PARTY, DECEMBER 14 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. CCD
parents are asked to bring side dishes. Party will be in Mother Teresa |
Santoyo Hall.

MANDATORY MEETING FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON DECEM-
BER 9 at 7:00 pm in St. Mary’s Hall for planning Christmas day at our
Mission.

YOUTH GROUP has a important meeting on December 8 at 3:00 pm at
the Mission.

TODAY IS THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT AND

A OUR THEME IS “PREPARE THE WAY OF THE
- LORD.” We hope you will light two purple candles |
on your advent wreath before the evening meals
: this week and say the following prayer. God, Our i
~ Father as John the Baptist prepared the way for |
people to know Jesus, may we too prepare the way
for others to know and love him. We pray as your family, serving you
and others through Christ our Lord. You may add a decade of the ro-
sary, read some bible passages and add your own prayers for your |
family, friends, the sick, vocations, our country and its leaders. i

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
PROGRAM AT ST. MARY'S MISSION

Procession & Mananitas - 5:30 am
Holy Mass, celebrated by Msgr. Heras - 6:00 am

After Mass, everyone is invited to the reception
At St. Mary’'s Hall

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

What is one concrete,
- specific, “peaceable” thing
. | can do this week to bring
a glimpse of Isaiah’s
“Peaceable Kingdom”
to my little corner of
God’s world?

We must be good stewards of God’s gifts fo us,
receiving them gratefully and cultivating them
with care, lest we be the ones about whom
John the Baptist speaks today, cautioning us
“Every tree that does not bear good fruit will
be cut down and thrown into the fire.”




